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Housing Recipient

Eligibility Requirements and Criteria
RENTAL
Mission Statement:  

The mission of HOMESTART is to create and maintain affordable housing opportunities for residents of Peaks Island.

Eligibility:
To be eligible for consideration as a housing recipient, an applicant must demonstrate:  1)  Income, 2) Residency, 3) References and 4) Willingness to Interview.  Each term is explained in detail below.

Income:  Income limits are defined by commonly accepted standards based upon area median income adjusted for family size.  The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development defines median income for Portland, ME HUD Metro FMR (Fair Market Rents) Area, which includes Peaks Island.  The HUD data were used to create these guidelines.

HOMESTART Affordable Property Income Limits

For Peaks Island, ME*

To qualify for this housing, applicants must earn an income that falls within the guidelines provided below.  





More than 
but
Less Than



Household of 1 

$25,250

$60,840

Household of 2 

$28,950

$69,480

Household of 3

$32,600

$78,240

Household of 4 

$36,300

$87,120

Household of 5 

$39,100

$93,840
*Taken from: http://www.huduser.org/datasets/il/il2009/2009summary.odn?inputname=METRO38860MM6400*Portland%2C+ME+HUD+Metro+FMR+Area&selection_type=hmfa&year=2009    10/09

Individuals and families with income above these limits will not be eligible for housing with HOMESTART.  Individuals and families with incomes below these limits may be considered on a case-by-case basis.  Income is determined using federal tax documents. 

Residency:  Preference will be given first to current residents of Peaks Island and second to those with deep ties to the community through family, work, or previous residency. 

References:   Applicants are required to provide three personal written references.  At least one reference must be from a previous landlord and one from a current community member.

Interview:  This eligibility area encompasses applicant need, the potential for an applicant to contribute positively to the community, the applicant’s commitment to the community, and the applicant’s credit worthiness.  

The applicant must demonstrate a need for affordable housing.  The applicant may not own a buildable lot, or an existing house and lot.   

The applicant must demonstrate a commitment to the community. 

The applicant should have sufficient income to cover the monthly rental of the home.  Total housing debt, including rent,  insurance, heat and electricity ideally should not exceed 30% - 35% of an applicant’s gross income.  Not all housing opportunities will meet every applicant’s need.

Selection Criteria:
Applications will be reviewed based upon the following criteria:


*  Application Completeness
*  Residency – years on the island




*  Employment History

*  Essay

*  Community Involvement

*  Credit worthiness






*  Landlord References
Selection Committee:
The selection committee, appointed by the HOMESTART Board, will conduct its work independent of the HOMESTART Board.  The application and selection process will be confidential.  Selected based on the eligibility and selection criteria, qualified applicant names will be shared confidentially with the HOMESTART Board.

The selection committee members are 

Beau Boyle, Pastor


Jon Kelso, Educator 
Desi Larson, Pastor


Diane Price, School Secretary
Ruth Williamson, Retired Pastor, Interim Chair
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Rental Application of Interest

Name(s)​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________________________________________________


 ___________________________________________________

Current Address ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Phone ____________________ (cell) __________________ (landline)

Email ____________________________________________

Current Landlord

Name _________________________________________

Address _______________________________________

Phone __________________  Email _________________

Personal References

(One must be from a landlord and one must be from an island resident)

Name_____________________________Relationship to Applicant_____________

Address______________________________________________________________ Phone_________________________Email_________________________________

Name_____________________________Relationship to Applicant_____________

Address______________________________________________________________ Phone_________________________Email_________________________________

Name_____________________________Relationship to Applicant_____________

Address______________________________________________________________ Phone_________________________Email_________________________________

Employment History for the Past 5 Years

Applicant:

Applicant’s Present Employer___________________________________________

Address__________________________________________Phone______________

Start Date_______________________  End Date____________________________

Wage/Salary___________________ Position Title__________________________

Applicant’s Previous Employer__________________________________________

Address_________________________________________Phone_______________

Start Date_______________________  End Date____________________________

Wage/Salary___________________ Position Title__________________________

Applicant’s Previous Employer__________________________________________

Address_________________________________________Phone_______________

Start Date_______________________  End Date____________________________

Wage/Salary___________________ Position Title__________________________

Once a rental opportunity is available, you will be asked to provide information regarding your income, credit, and debts, including a copy of your most recent income tax filing.  This application will allow your name to be placed on a waiting list for future rental opportunities through HOMESTART.

Thank you.
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